
                                 

                                         

     

 

 

 

 

 

District Community: 

 

It was hard to walk by a television this weekend, or page through a newspaper or on-line 

source and not see or hear about the horrific events that took place in Newtown, 

Connecticut on Friday morning.  There is no doubt that this story may be on everyone’s 

mind as the school week begins. Events such as this are always devastating, but have the 

chance to become a more sensitive issue when they are geographically closer to home as 

this one unfortunately was.  As an educator I am puzzled and as a parent I am still 

struggling with humanity as I write this memo.  As noted in my sentiments on Friday, 

although such heinous acts committed by those who are beyond the scope of sanity may 

never ever be truly 100% avoidable, you can rest assured that we have done, and will 

continue to do all we can in this district to keep your children safe, and take our school-

security responsibilities very seriously. I was in contact with local law enforcement on 

Friday and they increased their presence at both schools during Friday pickup.  This will 

continue for the beginning of this week at both schools during pickup and drop off so as 

to have yet another reassurance during this difficult time in our nation’s history. 

 

Monday begins the process of healing.  Our focus as a collective parent community must 

shift, if we have not already shifted, from that of anger, sorrow, and utter disbelief, to that 

of making sure that we are there for our own children if they need assistance coping.  

Some of you may have chosen to avoid conversations with your children.  Some may 

have had very informative and mature conversations.  Each individual family decision is 

one that you make based on your own child.  Conversations at home though, assist with 

the school’s job of making students understand that they are safe, secure, and loved.  

However, regardless of your choices at home, the natural school environment and the 

societal landscape of instant information we live in will most likely in some way expose 

your child to bits and pieces of this information.   

 

At times like this, calm thinking and demeanor help young children feel safe and secure. 

The district will not make it a point to explicitly discuss the incident.  We will respond to 

questions that will undoubtedly be present with responses that help our kids move from 

the tragedy to that of normalcy.  We will not take specific class time to describe events of 

last Friday.  We will not add to the horror by specifically discussing the unimaginable.  

We will however respond proactively to those children who have digested the 

information and who specifically present emotions and fears that need to be addressed.   

 

 



We will have counselors, administrators, and child study team members trained in crisis 

management available on Monday for children who are in distress and in need of 

emotional support.  Please let your child’s principal know if your child was upset by the 

incident or is scared to come to school. 

 

As noted above, it is your personal family decision as to if and how you have or will 

discuss this tragedy with your kids.  I have provided a list of resources below that you 

may choose to use as you tackle this difficult issue.  We cannot function individually at 

times like this but instead as a community, which we pride this school district as being. 

I hope this communication and the resources provided assist you with some consolation, 

some guidance, and a resource for engaging your children in productive conversations.  

We mourn together during this incredibly sad time in our country.  May they all rest in 

peace. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Michael Jordan 

Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

 

Related Resources 

 

Talking to Children About Violence: Tips for Parents and Teachers (attached) 

Crisis Management Institute - http://www.cmionline.com/current-events 

Helping Your Children – APA- http://www.apa.org/helpcenter/aftermath.aspx 

 

http://www.cmionline.com/current-events
http://www.apa.org/helpcenter/aftermath.aspx

